News Release

Cable industry delivers on gigabit future as
European Electronic Communications Code is
adopted

Brussels, Tuesday 4 December 2018: As the Transport, Telecommunications and
Energy Council of European Union today adopted a key telecommunications reform, the
broadband cable industry signalled its commitment to deliver on the goals of a gigabit
society.

Commenting on the adoption of the Electronic Communications Code, Cable Europe
Executive Chairman Matthias Kurth said: “A central stated aim of the Code is to bring
about better and faster connectivity in Europe. Powerful infrastructure with the speed and
capacity to support rich, immersive experiences will be essential. The broadband cable
industry is already building the fibre-powered networks for a gigabit future. The
transformative changes we all want to make a reality will depend on the speed and
capacity of superb infrastructure.”

The societal and economic potential of autonomous cars, local and distance virtual
reality, remote working via video walls and e-learning through holographic tables are
some of the experiences showcased in Cable Europe’s video short The Near Future.

The Telecoms Council also today agreed a partial general approach on a proposed EU
funding programme Digital Europe. This programme will support artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, advanced digital skills and supercomputing.

Matthias Kurth said : “The goals of the Digital Europe programme are shared by industry,
and we will play our part. Private investment in strong, scalable, trusted and future-facing
connectivity is already taking European citizens into the digitised future. We welcome the
Council’s commitment to a connected Europe.”

***

About Cable Europe
Cable Europe is the trade association that connects leading broadband cable TV
operators and their national trade associations throughout the European Union. The
regulatory and public policy activities of Cable Europe aim to promote and defend the
industry’s policies and business interests at European and international level. The
European cable industry provides high speed broadband internet, TV services, and
telephony to more than 65.8 million homes in the European Union. www.cable-europe.eu
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